Final Draft of 9 Midterm Questions
1. Explain how compromise was central to the framing of the Constitution. Cite two specific examples of compromise. Then explain how the Constitution is a “living document” which can change with the times. Give at least one specific example.

2. Some historians blame the outbreak of the Civil War on slavery. Others blame it on debates over states’ rights. Briefly define these terms. Then cite 2 events that serve as examples of these issues in the years leading up to the Civil War. Be sure to explain how those events are examples of slavery and states’ rights as causes of the Civil War.

3. The rise in strength of labor unions in the U.S. can be traced from the late 1800s. Compare and contrast 3 specific challenges and 3 specific benefits for workers of forming unions.

4. To what extent did technological invention and innovation improve transportation and the infrastructure of the United States during the nineteenth century? Explain how immigration policies first encouraged, then discouraged immigrants to come to the U.S. to work as labor in developing the transportation and infrastructure in the nineteenth century.

5. Briefly define the role of muckrakers in the Progressive movement. Then give 2 examples of specific muckrakers and explain their areas of focus.

6. Should the United States have acquired possessions overseas? Think of two examples of American territorial acquisitions. Explain how they were acquired, the motivations behind the U.S.’s actions, and then whether the U.S. should have taken these actions.

7. During World War I, the U.S. government took actions that arguably conflicted with democratic ideals. Should a democratic government tolerate dissent during times of war and other crises? Support your answer with historical evidence.

8.  Did Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal policies support or conflict with the economic ideology of laissez-faire? Explain, then give at least 3 examples to support your claim.

9. How important was the home front in the United States’ victory in World War II? Was that the reason for the Allies’ victory? Explain why by giving specific historical evidence to support your claims.

