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Roosevelt’s Second 
term in Office 

•  Election of  1936 - FDR - 
Democrat against Alfred 
Landon Republican

•  Landon against New Deal

•  Stated the New Deal 
violated American ideals - 
govt involvement in 
economy

•  Roosevelt & New Deal still 
popular - Why - Huey Long 
had been assassinated



1936 Election 

•  Roosevelt won re-election

•  Won 60% of  Popular vote

•  Won every state’s except for: 

•  Maine & Vermont



New Deal Programs 
Challenged 

•  Jan 1936 - Supreme Court declared 
AAA - unconstitutional

•  SC - Began cases on the “NLRA” or 
“Wagner Act” & Social Security to 
find them unconstitutional

•  Upset over SC decisions,  Roosevelt 
decided to get rid of  SC Justices 
(The Court Packing Plan)



FDR - Court Packing 
Plan 

•  FDR - Upset at the “Nine 
Old Jurist” - Felt they were 
blocking his New Deal plans

•  Decided - Any judge worked 
for 10yrs and 70 yrs old - 
and did not retire in 6mo - 
FDR - could appoint a new 
Justice

•  4 SCJ in 70’s / 2 in late 60’s

•  FDR could replace 6 Justices



Court Packing 
Concern 

•  South - Feared FDR overturn 
segregation in the  South.

•  Give the President too much 
power

•  Feared it would be a pandoras 
box for the future

•  Due to pressure - SC backed off  
of  Wagner Act and Social 
Security

•  Supreme Court later Quietly 
killed Court Packing bill



Roosevelt’s Recession 
•  Late 1937 - Roosevelt 

Suffered more trouble

•  Economy seemed to be 
recovering

•  Roosevelt needed to balance 
the federal budget

•  Ordered WPA & PWA to be 
cut significantly

•  Cuts came at same time as 
Social Security took $2 
Billion out of  economy



“Keynesianism” 

•  British Economist - John 
Maynard Kaynes - 
Published Book on recession

•  Govt needed to spend 
heavily even if  it goes into 
debt to save economy

•  Kaynes - believed FDR 
made bad decision to cut 
WPA & PWA programs



Keynesianism & FDR 
•  FDR reluctant to continue 

“Deficit Spending”

•  Didn’t want people to 
become dependent on govt

•  Spring 1938 - FDR saw no 
recovery in sight - asked 
congress for $3.75 Billion

•  Money for WPA, PWA, & 
other new programs



FDR - Last New Deal 
Programs 

•  FDR asked congress for 
$3.75 Billion for WPA and 
PWA programs

•  National Housing Act

•  Farm Security Admin.

•  Fair Labor Standards Act



Legacy of the New 
Deal 

• On p.525 - Read the “Legacy of  the New Deal” 

• Bullet point 3 things for each section

• Finish your Depression Journal with writing a 
paragraph about the “Legacy of  the New Deal”

• When done - work on ch.10 sec.3 Read Q’s 


