America the Story of Us

Episode: Heartland
Directions: While viewing the video, answer the questions below in complete sentences.

1. What were the two companies that built the transcontinental railroad? How did the government pay them?

2. Why were Chinese workers hired to work on the railroad instead of American workers? (List several reasons)

3. How did the railroads affect settlements in the West and Great Plains?

4. What was the Homestead Act? How much land was given away and for what price?

5. What crop is grown in the Great Plains that helped America “Feed Itself”?

6. What did many Civil War Veterans do after the war?

7. How did the Native Americans view the Buffalo? 

8. What happened to the Native Americans after the Buffalo were killed off?

9. What caused the rise of “Cowboys”?

10. What invention in 1873 led to the division of the Plains into farms and the down fall of cattle drives?

11. What happened at Little Big Horn? What did the government do as a result of this event?

12. Describe what happened at Wounded Knee
